20104E6 A 17H + June 17,2010

B - H 35+ Volumel, Issue 3

Welcoming New Alumnli

TR - LR S AME 225 0 TR

Greetings from Minister-Counselor for Public Affairs

TLOFELT, 7 AU IKREEEDOLH -
AR MY AE LB ET 74U v
7o PR T7= 2 TY, 200948 A H K
D EBE B ARGENIEAT T H AGE % iR
L. AFD3H, IR « LAY A fif
LLTHEMELELRE, KRBT HHIE
L— 7 CRIC A « bR YA
EEBDTVWELE, vL—FE. A F
XVTRE. XV UTEEAELET, Y
AU 2 AMNTT,

Bk, BADOT 7 24 (RE4E)
aIa=T4~EHZ %, Fil, K
BET TAF A + =2 — AL X —KBETH
DTN T HIRM T a7 7 5 TIHEIEN
TA T AHREE T AV IR
fEm R AR R A ) . THARFEBIR
BEERmR T 5) , f—A D
TA kU Z—(EWC)] . BIW TE-
Teacher Scholarship 7' v 7' Z &) O7 7 A
FTA D&, SEIEHEEBEROT 7 5F
A e ala=T 4B ANDZ ENT
. ONLLBEVWES, HARDOT T LA
FTA - aIa=T 4 FEBEIEEO S
2=V T TEFA Ry NT—T D
—ETT,

State Alumnild, KEBIF O v 7
T BB L2100 NLL EDOES 727 Z
LAF AL > TR SILTWET, Bk
Wi, B, Zoxy NU—T ERIEHL
TWielEEinwbtBnEd, £/, 7R
W7 AV REREE 7213 % H O State
Alumniv = 7%+ b~ (alumni.state.gov)
BLTHADTY ZL8F A 2 2=

L7720, RAERE, T — % X—X
Bipkd. BEL WS-V Y —RIZH T Y
ALY TEET, EIE IHEHLTL
72 &0,

EERRIIKE BT L - B2 7
TI53LDOT T AL LT, HABBRD
BHEE 2 H S TOET,

Fox ZIEM O R R BER A B ER S EIZ R
ER2LDIZLTWHATFEDL9, fEo
THBYEF, LT, Wk, R
BREWTEZAZLE2ELAILTWNDS &
FIEFIC, BT AU B TORRT a7
FNThHE 722 O H KGR E IS
HTWNTFEb EsTnET,

TR - LA HiEAR S A
T4 Vw7 PRI
Phillip P. Hoffmann
Minister-Counselor for
Public Affairs

Hello everyone. My
name is Phil Hoffmann, and | am the new
Minister-Counselor for Public Affairs at the
U.S. Embassy in Tokyo. From August 2009,
I was in Yokohama studying Japanese, and
assumed my position as Public Affairs Officer
in March of this year. Before arriving in Ja-
pan, 1 was Counselor for Public Affairs in
Malaysia. | speak Malay, Indonesian, and
Greek, and | originally hail from Illinois.

I would like to welcome each of you
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to Japan’s alumni community, which is part
of a global alumni network sponsored by the
U.S. Department of State. In particular, | ex-
tend our greetings to alumni from exchange

programs joining us for the first time in this FSLF A a3
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bases, grants, and photos.

States.

Greetings from Minister-Counselor for Public Affairs

State Alumni represents 1 million alumni who were participants in the U.S. Government’s most prestigious exchange pro-
grams. | hope that you will take advantage of this network and also get connected to your own Japanese alumni community
through the U.S. Embassy here in Tokyo and also through the exclusive State Alumni website at alumni.state.gov.

By joining us, you will continue an ongoing relationship with those you met during your exchange experience in the
United States, while making new friends as well. I would like to encourage you to take advantage of the many opportunities
available to you through State Alumni. They include networking with alumni from exchange programs all over the world; shar-
ing information about your alumni activities, ideas or news; and accessing resources such as job opportunities, research data-

Continued from Page 1

As alumni of U.S.-government sponsored or supported programs, you are all crucial intermediaries in the U.S.-Japan
relationship, and we appreciate all that you continue to do to strengthen our alliance.
you in person, and that together we can further develop the relationship that began with your exchange program in the United

| hope to have the opportunity to meet
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Japan's Alumni Community Still Growing

In addition to the AJS U.S. Study Small Grants Program,
Eisenhower Exchange Fellowships Program, and Em-
bassy Small Grant scholars, and International Visitor
Leadership Program (IVLP) introduced in the last edi-
tion, we would like to welcome participants of four more
programs as U.S. Embassy in Japan alumni.
AFS/American Embassy Scholarship
Two Japanese high school students are sent to the U.S. and one
American student comes to Japan from the U.S. for one-year of
study in a program arranged by AFS. The students participate
in home-stays during their year abroad.

U.S.-Japan Young Political Leaders Exchange Program
In 1973, Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE) and
the American Council of Young Political Leaders (ACYPL)
jointly launched the U.S.-Japan Young Political Leaders Ex-
change Program, an annual bilateral exchange program de-
signed to expose young leaders of each country to the politics
and policy-making process of the other country and to enhance
their understanding of U.S.-Japan relations. Today there are
roughly 300 alumni of this bilateral program.

East-West Center (EWC)

The East-West Center promotes better relations and under-
standing among the people and nations of the United States,
Asia, and the Pacific through cooperative study, research, and
dialogue. Established by the U.S. Congress in 1960, the Center
serves as a resource for information and analysis on critical
issues of common concern, bringing people together to ex-
change views, build expertise, and develop policy options. The
Center is an independent, public, nonprofit organization with
funding from the U.S. government, and additional support pro-
vided by private and public bodies in the region. There are
about 1,000 total Japanese alumni of EWC programs.

E-Teacher Scholarship Program
This on-line training program offered by the Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs (ECA) is designed to improve the
quality of English language teaching throughout the world.
Participants are English teaching professionals who receive
instruction in the most recent English language teaching meth-
ods and techniques, while also being introduced to American
educational values.
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Meeting with 2010 Young Political Leaders Exchange Participants
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April 20

Alumni Coordinator Crystal Pryor
(second from left) met with the 7
Japanese participants of the 2010
ACYPL exchange program and
JCIE representative Ms. Hiyuko
Fujita (far left) and heard about each
of their experiences in the U.S.
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Meeting with Japanese ACYPL participants
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http://japan.usembassy.gov/amview/pdfs/wwwf-
american-view201005.pdf (PDF 836 KB, 19 p.)

Spring Issue of "American View"

May 11

The U.S. Embassy’s Spring issue of “American View,”
focusing on women’s empowerment, is now online.
Readers interviewed Ms. Susie Roos, a partner at a law
firm who is also married to U.S. Ambassador to Japan
John V. Roos, by submitting many interesting questions
on work-life balance. Margot Carrington, Principal Offi-
cer at the U.S. Consulate Fukuoka, wrote about the
changing American family. In addition, there are links
to two op-ed pieces by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
on women’s empowerment from her 2009 Africa trip
and a photo essay on some of the many positive things
the Obama administration has done for women and
families.
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Secretary Hillary Clinton and
U.S. Rep. Nita Lowey with
South Africa’s Victoria
Mxenge cooperative
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The U.S. Embassy in Japan continues to place emphasis on women’s empowerment. As part of alumni outreach
and with the vision of mutual assistance to realize the societal advancement of women in Japan, we set up a
women’s alumni network last fall. While we have received a good response during our meetings, we need your
ideas, your event information, and your help to maintain this network into the future. If you have suggestions for
our women’s alumni network or want to participate, email us at TokyoPASCulture@state.gov or contact the

Alumni Coordinator directly. 7
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I went to the USA in 2008-2009 as an AFS 55th term
exchange student to Maine. My exchange year began
with hope and puzzlement.

The moment I got out of the airport, I thought “What a
wonderful sky.” It was clear, blue, and huge. It seemed
like the USA was welcoming me. | had 2 reasons to
study abroad. They were to study English and to de-
velop an international way of thinking.

Before that trip, | thought like a typical Japanese boy. |
did the same things as other boys and tried not to be
noticed. I don’t think that’s a bad thing. It’s awesome
to have harmony. But what | learned in the USA was
how important it is to have my own opinions and to
share them with everyone. Now | am an international
person because | value the Japanese sense of harmony
but can also share my opinion.

I’'m going to be an engineer in the future. Engineering
and language.... You may think they are not related.
But the engineer | want to be is a person who can work
not only in Japan, but also all over the world. I don’t
think | got really fluent English in the USA. But what is
important is from here on out. Although my exchange
year finished, my studying English and life are just be-
ginning.

I’'m making the best use of my experience in USA to
support exchange students who come to Japan. | have
great appreciation for the opportunity to experience the
USA. Thank you.
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Photograph from orientation. One student was from
Belgium and the others were from Asian countries.

Profile

Masayuki KANEKO
2008-9 AFS Program
Nagaoka National College
of Technology

Based in Nagaoka City,
Niigata Prefecture
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Learning about Diversity in the U.S.

“Why don’t Japanese leaders tell the U.S. that they should
broadcast more about Japanese politics, economy, culture,
and so forth?” Young people in their twenties asked me
this at a social event for the Young Professionals in For-
eign Policy in Washington. They told me that the Ameri-
can media doesn’t place priority on communicating the
current situation in Japan, and coverage on Japan’s role is
decreasing, including Japan’s efforts in Afghanistan. This
was a bit shocking to hear, but also | felt that they were
trying to encourage me as well.

Though my participation in this program, |
gained a new perspective on “Japan in the World.” In
traveling with this multiparty group, | was made painfully
aware that even if we have troubles domestically, it is im-
portant that we consider how we can cooperate and send
Japan’s message to the world.

Another thing | learned during my visit to the
U.S. was that my impression of Americans being assertive
is just one side of things, and that American people re-
spect each others’ opinion. For example, even if a per-
son’s opinion differs from one’s own, that person listens
to what the other has to say, argues, and then they try to
understand each other—they have such a culture of diver-
sity. When it comes to issues such as the Futenma Airfield
relocation, a topic that came up often during my visit to the
U.S., I hope that Japan can understand the U.S.’s “diversity”
more deeply, thereby opening up a new path.
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Profile

Fuyo NAKAMURA

Staff Member, Public Relations -
Committee, DPJ Party Headquarters
Based in Saitama Prefecture
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Photo of 2010 Japanese delegation at the
White House in January. Snow is still on the
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“Participating in IVLP (February-March 2008)”

It has only been a year and a half since | participated in
the program, but it feels like a great deal of time has
passed. The month I spent seeing the “real” U.S. with par-
ticipants from various countries is an invaluable and
pleasant memory. Participants from Syria, Libya, and Af-
ghanistan engaged in heated discussions in D.C. and made
pointed questions on the U.S.’s Middle East and terrorism
policies. It was enough to make me think, “Why would
you bother to participate in the program if you’re going to
harry them so much?”

However, the receiving side of this questioning
took the stance of, “Well then, let’s show you every-
thing.” This was where I felt the broad-mindedness of
Americans. After that, we all went back to our hotel, and
over food and drink we could review the day’s course and
speeches. As the night wore on, people would show off
their country’s dances. Accordingly, many took naps dur-
ing the day. And so one month passed in an instant. At
the last stop, in Seattle, we said that we’d have a reunion
each year, rotating through each of our respective coun-
tries—that feels like it was just yesterday. Everyone
shined; they were sociable and unaffected. And bit by bit,
everyone came to like the U.S. before they headed home.
It will probably be a while before we can have a reunion,
but I’m looking forward to it already.
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Profile

NHK Hiroki YAJIMA
IVLP 2008
Correspondent

NHK Seoul Bureau
Currently based in Seoul
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On last day of IVLP program (Seattle,
Washington)
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When | first spent a year in the United States as a high
school student in 1963, | was surprised by the gap be-
tween what I had heard about “American women” while I
was in Japan, and the reality in the U.S. In America, if
you didn’t have a boyfriend, it meant you couldn’t go to
Prom and that things like movies and dinners were not a
part of your daily life. Furthermore, in LA, where |
stayed, a car was needed to do anything, so a boyfriend
was even more essential. During dates, the boy driving
would park the car, while the girl would wait for him to
come around and open her door. A girl wasn’t to open the
door herself and step outside. This may have been a ro-
mantic and princess-like experience, but | simply felt this
to be a very inconvenient society. | also thought it was
strange that when a woman got married, her first name
disappeared and she became “Mrs. John Smith.” In Eng-
lish, the way a woman is addressed makes a woman’s
marital status obvious. This fact seemed to sit uncom-
fortably with even my high school teachers, who were
called “Miss.”

In 1984, | received the opportunity to travel for one month
in the U.S., and | wanted to know how women had
changed and what they were engaged in since the feminist
movement began in the late 1970s. In various places
across the U.S., | visited female writers and researchers
who were then unknown in Japan. It seemed that the pas-
sage of twenty years had brought about a definite change.
I have pleasant memories of speaking with Anne Roiphe,
who wrote what is now a feminist classic Up the Sandbox
(1970) and Jewish-American author Cynthia Ozick. Once
I returned to Japan, | shared my interviews in a newspaper
series titled “Women of Post-Feminism.”
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Profile

Konomi ARA

IVLP 1984

Ritsumeikan University Visiting
Professor/Professor Emeritus,
Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies

Based in Tokyo
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Professor Ara’s research has focused primarily on African-American and Native American
literature. Her recent interests include Japanese-American internment during WWII.
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“On Becoming a U.S. Eisenhower Fellow”
In 1993, | served as the committee head of the 45th annual
Japan-American Student Conference. | am deeply thankful
for the truly meaningful experience. Years later, | was deeply
moved to be able to travel all across the U.S. again, this time
together with Asian peers from China, Korea, and Taiwan as
an Eisenhower Fellow.

My visit to the U.S. as an Eisenhower Fellow was
an experience of great joy, new findings, and one that filled
me with courage. On the panel discussion on Global Com-
petitiveness, 1 can’t forget the “fair” encouragement I re-
ceived from the American people. After impartial observa-
tion, if American people deem something to be “OK,” they
heartily show their approval and offer their support to the
fullest extent possible. As | travelled across the U.S., | ex-
perienced such amazing support many times.

In particular, during my visit to the California En-
ergy Commission, | had discussions with Commissioner Dr.
Art Rosenfield that went for more than 4 hours. 1 think the
support | received from him at this time epitomized the
American people’s good will and wisdom.

I renewed my conviction to having the U.S. and
Japan work together to contribute to the world. To achieve
this, we need a foundation of mutual trust and friendship
between citizens of both countries. Drawing on the history
and culture of both countries, we can together bring about a
new era in fields such as the environment, peace, and energy
use.

Furthermore, the fact that my wife and | could par-
ticipate together as Eisenhower Fellows contributed not only
to U.S.-Japan relations, but also to the peace and mutual trust
of our household, and I am thankful on this point too.

This photo is of the conferral ceremony where |

received my Eisenhower Fellow certificate from Mr. Colin
Powell. Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to pay a
tribute to the late President Eisenhower and to express my
gratitude to him:
Mpr. President, thank you very much. With the words “Atoms
for Peace” etched in my heart, as a member of both coun-
tries, I will work to build mutual trust; as a messenger of
peace, | will have courage, as a core leader of this move-
ment, to work tirelessly toward achieving peace.

Thank you very much.
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Profile

Masahito HIRATAKE
Eisenhower Fellow 2008
Mitsubishi Corporation
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Sachiko Hiratake, General Colin Powell, Masahito Hiratake



B B3 .

Volume 1, Issue 3

TERT AV AREEORR T 2 7T b= " F—nbDRAyE—Y

A Message from Our Partner...
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http://www.afs.or.jp/jpn_ja/view/about us

~ The Most Personal and Memorable
Intercultural Experience ~

“AFS INTERCULTURAL PROGRAMS,
JAPAN is an international educational ex-
change organization and has the longest his-
tory in Japan of overseas exchange programs
for high school students. Since our programs
were started in 1954, we have dispatched
over 17,000 Japanese high school students to
over 40 countries and have hosted approxi-
mately 13,000 students from more than 50
countries/regions in Japan. Currently, we are
looking for potential host families, so if you
are interested in hosting foreign exchange
students please contact us.”
http://www.afs.or.jp/
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TILFTABEYA b AnExclusive Alumni Website h

KIEBU MDA T 7 7T DB INERRE D Alumni.state.gov is a prestigious web-based community
YA NEEASLET, exclusively for participants in USG-sponsored exchange
77 LT A EOSRPRI DT TS | Klrgtg (r)arl:lg/s.can you interact with other alumni, but you can
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;;;£{zi§%f£§rﬁ§§%ﬁlo V?b‘\;@%}i 7T find event information, job opportunities, news, grants
~Z H : o} N o

o Nt . . and scholarships, and see photos, too!
#ﬂﬁ@ﬁ (F Z8E 2S00 - alumnistate.gov Register here: alumni.state.gov
SRS ERHE, JTEER<

For assistance registering, please contact
THRE L 72 &V, TokyoPASCulture@state.gov TokyoPASCulture@state.gov.
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Japanese IVLP Community | .. — S—
within State Alumni site |~ T '
https://alumni.state.gov/japan-ivip
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Upcoming Alumni Event State Alumni, Your Global Community
i3

LBEDT T LT A « A2 N —i A B We are pleased to announce that we will hold our first
W LET, AEiF ST — - FoF L) “power lunch” for Japanese alumni at the U.S. Embassy

BT, AL TRICHUROT A ) Jkflgg e P I Tokyo nextmonth, in July.

LTWE - . .

- ez - We will inform all alumni once the details have been
i LIS RIZ L f{blﬂ SELET, . confirmed, but the number of participants in limited, so
AlENE, HEEDONLERSETNEEEEL we will accept the first people to respond to our invita-
2o TEIEWETEWEHFOmNSEEIET tion.

THESETCWEEEETOT, 6000

STHRTFEW, We plan to send out information by email, so if you
A —LIC TR A BEY T4 FETT, A— can’tbereached this way, please let us know now.

L TC TEAE DA SN TT IR S S TES 0, Stay tuned for more!
BELAIC! ! -

R HIEHOSERPNTNET « « « 1 @USConnect
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- Follow us on Twitter at: http://twitter.com/USConnect

EEAE BT D ISREV Request for Updated Contact
BERDI., . A=A TRV 2% 2 0FE Information N
PBEOWELET Please update your affiliation, address, K(EKXEELE

R 7 41 =AM e B S e e RS
BRSO LET, -

If you know of any alumni who we may BEAVXRE
FIEBRGAF EE TORWREIZEAEDITA have lost contact with, please ask them to Education and

BLIEH, FaRHiI<EEn, contact us. .

FUTARD=a— AL b g g We are also looking for alumni doing great _Exchar_lges Oﬁ_'ce
] " things. Please send your contributions to Public Affairs Section

NEEN upcoming newsletters.

FTo, KEEBE HE ULRAEO A FHE We are also always looking for Japanese Phone: 03-3224-5000

F5T T ITA~D H -l A5 37 TF candidates for State Alumni of the Month! Fax: 03-3588-0749

e Let us know if you or others qualify! TokyoPASCulture@state.gov
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